The little patient could take no food: she was slightly feverish; the bowels torpid ; and the stools clayey, slimy, and offensive. The eyes looked very heavy and inanimate ; the child extremely irritable and restless both by day and by night.
For reasons unnecessary to mention, no very active means were employed for some days, during which the child got worse, and was evidently declining fast. Hydrencephalus or eclampsia being now dreaded, leeches were applied to the temples ; calomel and antimonial powder were exhibited thrice a day, and the warm bath was employed in the evening. After the bath and bleeding, the spasms went off for twelve hours entirely, and the child took some food. They returned, however, but not so violently as before, and the convulsive respiration was much relieved. The calomel and antimony were continued, as was the warm bath ; and the gums were deeply scarified, wherever a tooth appeared to be coming. From this time the child gradually recovered, and on the 18th day the spasms had entirely disappeared."
Considering that the head is the organ which, if not the original seat of the disease, is the one likely to suffer in the sequel, we should still be in* clined to direct our attention to that part, while we scarify the gums, and improve the state of the abdominal secretions. We have considered this curious and interesting subject deserving of a short article in our review, and hope our readers will be of the same opinion.
